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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE DEMOCRATIC SERVICES COMMITTEE HELD  
BY ZOOM ON MONDAY, 9 JANUARY 2023 

 
PRESENT 
County Councillor E Vaughan (Chair) 
County Councillors D Bebb, A Davies, I Harrison, K Healy, P Lewington, DW Meredith 
and S L Williams 
 

1.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 

Apologies for absence were received from County Councillors G Breeze, L 
Brighouse and P Lewis. 

 
2.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  

 
The Chair was authorised to sign the minutes of the meeting held on 5 
September 2022 as a correct record. 

 
3.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 
There were no declarations of interest. 

 
4.  CONSTITUTION - SECTION 4 - SPEAKING ON MOTIONS  

 
The Committee considered the issues of speaking on Motions which was 
referred back to it for further consideration by Full Council at its meeting on 13th 
October 2022.  The Council had trialled five minutes for proposers and everyone 
else two minutes for some time and the Committee noted that concerns were 
expressed at the Full Council meeting that two minutes was not long enough to 
allow for debate.   It was suggested that as a compromise that five minutes for 
proposers and three minutes for everyone else would be appropriate.  The Head 
of Legal and Monitoring Officer advised that the Chair always had a discretion to 
be lenient with the times allowed. 
 
It was moved and duly seconded to recommend to Full Council to amend the 
speaking times in relation to motions to five minutes for proposers and everyone 
else three minutes on a permanent basis. 
 
Recommendation to Full Council: Reason for Recommendation: 
1. To amend the speaking times in 

relation to motions to five minutes 
for proposers and three minutes for 
everyone else on a permanent 
basis. 

To revise the speaking time for 
motions in Section 4 of the 
constitution following the trial agreed 
by Council in November 2020. 

 
The Chair advised that this would be raised at the next Group Leaders meeting.  
The Committee was advised that the recommendation will be considered by Full 
Council at the start of the next meeting on 23 February 2023, so that if it is 
agreed the new times can be implemented immediately.   

 
 

County Councillor E Vaughan (Chair) 


